
Specialty Manual
End Stage  
Renal Disease

Who is Eligible?
CMS Publication: Medicare Coverage of Kidney Dialysis and Kidney Dialysis and 
Kidney Transplant Services, page 8, http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/
pdf/10128.pdf

When Medicare Coverage Begins 
CMS Publication: Medicare Coverage of Kidney Dialysis and Kidney Transplant 
Services, page 11-12, http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf

When Medicare Coverage Ends
CMS Publication: Medicare Coverage of Kidney Dialysis and Kidney Transplant 
Services, page 12, http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf 

Medicare Secondary Payer Provisions for ESRD 
Beneficiaries 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-5, Medicare Secondary Payer Manual, Chapter 2, 
Section 20.1 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/msp105c02.pdf

Determining the 30 Month Coordination Period 
During which Medicare may be Secondary Payer – CMS Manual System, Pub 100-
5, Medicare Secondary Payer Manual Chapter 2, Section 20.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/msp105c02.pdf  

Definitions Relating to ESRD
Definitions include: Dialysis (Hemodialysis, Peitioneal, Hemofiltration, 
Hemoperfusion, Therapeutic Pheresis (Apheresis) Ultrafiltration), ESRD Facility 
(Renal Transplantation Center, Renal Dialysis Center, Renal Dialysis facility, Self-
Dialysis Unit, Special Purpose Facility) Dialysis Services (Transplantation Service, 
Dialysis Service (Acute Dialysis, Back-up Dialysis, Institutional Dialysis Services, 
Inpatient dialysis, Outpatient Dialysis).

End Stage Renal Disease
Home Dialysis – Supplies, Equipment and Support and Hospital-Based  
ESRD Facility
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, Chapter 11, 
Section 10 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Disclaimer

This manual has been prepared as a tool to assist 
providers. Every reasonable effort has been made to 
assure the accuracy of the information; however, the 
ultimate responsibility for correct billing lies with the 
provider of the services.

CGS, Medicare Outreach and Education, their 
employees and their staff make no representation, 
warranty or guarantee that this compilation of 
Medicare information is all inclusive or error-free 
and will bear no responsibility for the results or 
consequences of the use of this manual. The official 
Medicare Program provisions are contained in the 
relevant laws, regulations, and rulings.

Revised November 5, 2013. 
© 2013 Copyright, CGS Administrators, LLC.

Introduction

This specialty manual is linked to the appropriate 
sections of the Online CMS (Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services) Manual System for your 
convenience and to assure that you always have 
access to the most up-to-date information on 
guidelines relating to this specialty.

CMS transitioned to a Web-based system  
in 2003. Their system is called the Online CMS 
Manual System and is located at http://www.cms.
gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
index.html. The Online Manual System is organized 
by functional area and includes guidelines affecting 
all of Medicare (i.e. Part A (Hospital Services, Part B 
(Medical Services, etc.).

To use this manual, simply locate the topic of interest 
and note the corresponding section of the Online 
CMS Manual System, then click on the link to the 
Online CMS Manual System. This takes you to the 
appropriate Publication and Chapter; you then review 
the Table of Contents for your specific topic/section 
number.  Most chapters in the Online CMS Manual 
allow you to click on the specific section in the Table 
of Contents which takes you directly to that section 
in the chapter. Other chapters require that you scroll 
through the chapter to find the section noted in the 
specialty manual.

http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/10128.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/msp105c02.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/msp105c02.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/msp105c02.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/msp105c02.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html


Specialty Manual End Stage Renal Disease

Revised November 5, 2013.  |  © 2013 Copyright, CGS Administrators, LLC. PAGE 2

Physician’s Services for Renal Dialysis Patients – General 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual Chapter 11, Section 80 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-
and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Physician’s Services – Outpatient Maintenance Dialysis
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 80.2.A http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Direct Patient Care
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 80.2B http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Administrative Services
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11,  Section 80.2.B http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Physician’s Services to an ESRD Inpatient
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 80.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf and CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare 
Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 8, Section 160 http://
www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/clm104c08.pdf 

Determining whether Physician Services Furnished  
on Day of Dialysis
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claim Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 160.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Physicians’ Services Furnished on Day of Dialysis
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 160.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Requirements for Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 160.4.A (A. General, B. Physicians’ 
Services-Criteria for Procedure Codes, C. Peritoneal Dialysis) 
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/
Manuals/downloads/clm104c08.pdf

Billing Physician Dialysis Services  
(CPT codes 90935-90999) and Related Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 170 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-
and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c08.pdf 

ESRD Monthly Capitation Payments
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 170.A http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Traveling Patients Who are Normally  
In-Facility Dialysis Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 100.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Traveling Patients Who are Normally Home Dialysis 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 100.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Physician’s Services Furnished to a Dialysis Patient  
Away From Home or Usual Facility
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 100.3 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Training 
CMS Manual Systm, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit  
Policy Manual, Chapter 11, Section 60 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Physician Self-Dialysis Training Services
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Chapter 8, Section 150 http://
www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/clm104c08.pdf 

Initial Training
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 80.3.A http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Subsequent Training
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 80.3.B http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf
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Physicians and Supplier Billing for ESRD Services – General 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 130 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Initial Method for Physician’s Services  
to Maintenance Dialysis Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 130.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Monthly Capitation Payment Method for Physicians’  
Services Furnished to Patients on Maintenance Dialysis 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-04, Medicare Claims 
Processing Manual, Chapter 8, Section 140 http://www.cms.
gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Inpatient and Outpatient Dialysis Services on Same  
Date As An Evaluation and Management Service
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 170.B http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Home Dialysis
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 50 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-
and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Payment for Home Dialysis
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 70 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-
and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c08.pdf

Method Selection for Home Dialysis Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 70.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Change in Method
Method Selection for Home Dialysis Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 70.1.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Beneficiary Selection Form CMS-382  
for Home Dialysis Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 40 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-
and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Method I and Method II Reimbursement 
for Patients Dialyzing at Home
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefits Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 40.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Items and Services Included Under the  
Composite Rate for Method I Home Dialysis Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 40.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Support Services and Supplies Furnished  
to Home CAPD Patients (Home Dialysis)
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter  11, Section  70.3.B http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf 

Services Included in Monthly Capitation Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 140.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Services Excluded from Monthly Capitation Payment
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 140.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Data Elements Required on Claim for Monthly  
Capitation Payment (MCP) (MCP Billing Instructions)
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8. Section 140.3 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf

Determining Monthly Capitation Payment Amount for  
Payment (MCP Billing Instructions) 
CMS Manual Systems, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 140.5 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf
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Temporary Absence Under Monthly Capitation  
Payment (MCP)
CMS Manual System, Pub 104, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 140.5.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) Patients  
Needing Dialysis Services
CMS Manual System, Pub 1002, Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, 
Chapter 11, Section 120  
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/
Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Physician’s’ Services for Kidney Transplants
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter  11, Section 80.4 and Section 140 http://
www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/bp102c11.pdf

Drugs Furnished in Dialysis Facilities
CMS Manual System, Pub 104, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 60.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Separately Billable ESRD Drugs
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 60.2.1.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf  

Payment for Immunosuppressive Drugs Furnished to 
Transplant Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter  8, Section 120.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Intravenous Iron Therapy
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 60.2.4 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf  
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 30.4.2.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Levocarnitine for Treatment of Carnitine Deficiency  
in ESRD Patients
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 30.4.2.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Noninvasive Vascular Studies
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 20.1  
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/
Manuals/downloads/bp102c11.pdf 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 180 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Laboratory Test
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 70.2.A http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, Chapter 8, Section 60.1 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c08.pdf 

Laboratory Services Included Under Composite Rate
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefits Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 30.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf

Automated Multi-Channel Chemistry (AMCC) Tests
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 11, Section 30.2.2 http://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c11.pdf
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