
Specialty Manual Mental health

Clinical Social Worker (CSW) Services

 • Clinical Social Worker Defined
 • Clinical Social Worker Services Defined 
 • Covered Services
 • non-covered Services

CMS Manual System, Pub -2, Medicare Benefit Policy, Chapter 15, Section 170  
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c15.pdf

Payment – aSSignment of BenefitS
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12, 
Section 150 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/clm104c12.pdf

independent Psychologist Services

CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12, 
Section 160 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/clm104c12.pdf

Payment 
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12, 
Section 160.1 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
downloads/clm104c12.pdf

Psychological tests

CMS Manual System, Pub 100-2, Medicare Benefit Policy, Chapter 15, Section 80.2  
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
bp102c15.pdf

Clinical Psychologist Services

 • Clinical Psychologist (CP) Defined
 • Qualified Clinical Psychologist Services Defined
 • types of Clinical Psychologist Services that May Be Covered
 • non-Covered Services
 • Requirement  for Consultation
 • Outpatient Mental health Services limitations
 • assignment Requirement

Disclaimer

this manual has been prepared as a tool to assist 
providers. every reasonable effort has been made to 
assure the accuracy of the information; however, the 
ultimate responsibility for correct billing lies with the 
provider of the services.

CGS, Medicare Outreach and education, their 
employees and their staff make no representation, 
warranty or guarantee that this compilation of 
Medicare information is all inclusive or error-free 
and will bear no responsibility for the results or 
consequences of the use of this manual. the official 
Medicare Program provisions are contained in the 
relevant laws, regulations, and rulings.

Revised november 5, 2013. 
© 2013 Copyright, CGS administrators, llC.

introduction

this specialty manual is linked to the appropriate 
sections of the Online CMS (Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services) Manual System for your 
convenience and to assure that you always have 
access to the most up-to-date information on 
guidelines relating to this specialty.

CMS transitioned to a Web-based system  
in 2003. their system is called the Online CMS 
Manual System and is located at http://www.cms.
gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/
index.html. the Online Manual System is organized 
by functional area and includes guidelines affecting 
all of Medicare (i.e. Part a (hospital Services, Part B 
(Medical Services, etc.).

to use this manual, simply locate the topic of interest 
and note the corresponding section of the Online 
CMS Manual System, then click on the link to the 
Online CMS Manual System. this takes you to the 
appropriate Publication and Chapter; you then review 
the table of Contents for your specific topic/section 
number.  Most chapters in the Online CMS Manual 
allow you to click on the specific section in the table 
of Contents which takes you directly to that section 
in the chapter. Other chapters require that you scroll 
through the chapter to find the section noted in the 
specialty manual.
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CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12, Section 170 
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c12.pdf

Payment – inCiDent to ServiCeS
CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing  Manual, Chapter 12, Section 
170.1 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c12.pdf

outpatient mental Health Limitation

 • Definition
 • application of limitation

 — Status of Patient
 — Disorders Subject to limitation
 — Services not Subject to limitation
 — Diagnosis of alzheimer’s Disease or Related Disorder
 — Brief Office Visits for Monitoring of Changing Drug Prescriptions 
 — Diagnostic Services
 — Partial hospitalization Services not Directly Provided by Physician

 • Computation of limitation

CMS Manual System, Pub 100-4, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12, Section 
210-210.1 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c12.pdf

medicare Payment for telehealth Services

CMS Manual System, Pub. 104, Medicare Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 12,  
Section 190 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/
clm104c12.pdf

mental Health national Coverage Determinations

 • Inpatient hospital Stays for the treatment of alcoholism
 • Outpatient hospital Services for the treatment of alcoholism
 • Chemical aversion therapy for treatment of alcoholism
 • electrical aversion therapy for treament of alcoholism
 • treatment of alcoholism and Drug abuse in a Freestanding Clinic
 • treatment of Drug abuse (Chemical Dependency)
 • Withdrawal treatments for narcotic additions
 • hemodialysis for treatment of Schizophrenia

CMS Manual System, Pub. 100-3, Medicare national Coverage Determinations Manual, 
Chapter 1, Part 2, Section 130 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/
Manuals/downloads/ncd103c1_Part2.pdf
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